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Students of Redeemer University who live on campus have the 
privilege of participating in a weekly dinner included under the 
student meal plan. For anyone vaguely familiar with this dinner, 
you'd know that this dinner is communal, welcoming the dorm 

resident student body to come together and share a meal. : 


One might wonder why the school bothers to offer this weekly 
meal if students have food cards to pay for Market food and dorm 
meals. Why spend the money on an included meal in the food 
plan? An interview with Kevin Johnson, Dean of Students, sheds 
some light onto the intentions of this weekly community meal. 
He says, “The weekly communal meal provides an opportunity to 
eat with other students who they do not directly live with...[it] cre- 
ates intentional space for community bonds to develop, deepen, 
and diversify.” ‘ 


He also notes a spiritual aspect of communal. “In the Christian tra- 
dition, eating together has been a practice that builds and deepens 
relationships within the community...‘breaking bread together’... 
Food can become a pathway to increased relational connection.” 
It's clear that the thought behind communal is much larger than 
merely a “change of pace” from the usual in-dorm cooking. Re- 
deemer sees the weekly communal as more than just a physical 
nourishment of its student body, but “an expression of Redeemer’s 
core commitment to a transformative educational experience.” 


The weekly communal meal is seen as a step in the right direc- 
tion towards Redeemer's vision “to see lives transformed in Christ 
while at Redeemer.” It serves largely as a way to engage in Chris- 
tian community over a very biblical concept of breaking bread, and 
allows students to step out from the bubble of their dorm meals. 

That being said, just because the intentions of communal are good 
doesn't guarantee the communal experience is good. To discover 
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if the weekly communal meal is truly successful in its Christian 
community-enriching intentions, we have to turn to the student 
body itself. 


A survey was provided at the dining tables during a recent com- 
munal meal, encouraging students to take initiative in giving their 
thoughts and experiences regarding the weekly meal. As it was 
only students who participated in communal who would see the 
survey, the results are reflective only of those who take advantage 
of the opportunity to participate. 


_ Of the 35 respondents, 42.9% are first years, 45.8% are second 


and third years, and only 2.9% are fourth years, likely because 
fourth year residents aren't required to purchase a meal plan. 
These respondents were asked a series of questions regarding 
their communal meal habits in an attempt to better understand 
if the weekly meal is achieving its goal of encouraging connection 
and uniting community. An important function of communal is 
the opportunity it creates for students to branch out of their dorm 
bubble. 


However, of the 35, 44.1% claimed to sit with their dormmates 
regardless of this opportunity. 41.2% claimed to sit with friends 
outside of their dorm in the same year, 5.8% sit either alone or 
with students from other years, and 8.7% sit with a mix of their 
dormmates and other friends. 


This means that roughly 52.8% of the respondents sit with the 
people they live with regardless of the option to branch out. As 
this could be due to a multitude of factors, it's important to gather 
information on what the students actually want out of communal, 
not just what communal was intended to provide. 


When asked why the students go to communal, the most popular 
answer was “to people watch,” answered by 41.2% of respondents. 
Could it be that students are people-watching rather than taking 
action to actually make connections with their fellow peers? 
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A Letier From The Editor 


Hey Redeemer, 


Welcome back to another edition of the Crown! With this month’s edition, we now 
have printed more than half of the papers that students will read this year. We are 
excited to take what we've learned from the first three papers and put together three 
that are even better. 


This month, we have a few creative pieces lined up. As a team, we try to write ar- 
ticles that do more than mirror the complaints of the student body. Instead, we aim 
to look at the layers of more complicated issues that underlie the conversations we 
hear around campus. Moriah Winsor did a fantastic job at this, investigating how 
on-campus students think about their weekly communal dinner—does it build com- 
munity as intended? 


Rachel Atsma followed suit with three thoughtful articles, including one covering 
Hamilton's new “renoviction” bylaw and another bringing some attention to Re- 
deemer’s disc golf team. Finally, Shannon Jaspers-Fayer brought refreshing energy 
to her two articles documenting recent changes to some of the more mundane parts 
of Redeemer. 


All in all, 1 am so proud of the work this team has done for this paper. As always, 
don't hesitate to reach out to thecrown@redeemer.ca with ideas, feedback, or even 
some words of affirmation. Good luck with all your midterms! 


Rieneke 
(ree-nuh-kuh) 


CONTACT: 


Crown Office 
c/o Redeemer University The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessaril 
% ly those of Th 
777 Garner Road East, Redeemer University’s student body, faculty, or administration ¢ Crown is published 
. ? 0 and is fund Students six times per aca 
Ancaster, ON LoK 134 tee nay the students of Redeemer Uni a 
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Opinions on whether communal dining is enjoyable were almost 
even, reflecting a large variety of opinions and experiences that 
come out of the communal experience. 37.1% claim to leave com- 


munal in somewhat of a better moad, while 42.8% leave communal . 


in some degree of a worse mood. 


Additionally, similar statistics were found when the respondents 
were asked whether or not communal was worth their time. Overall, 
there doesn’t seem to be an agreed-upon opinion of whether or not 
communal is a positive experience. 


Once the respondents’ opinion of communal was addressed, reveal- 
ing a mostly even split of emotions, the students were then asked 
questions in an attempt to reveal the success of communal’s com- 
munity-creating intentions. 


The majority of students who responded claimed community to be 
a large motivator in their enrollment at Redeemer, but opinions on 
whether communal itself helps promote that community were split. 
74.3% of the respondents don’t view communal as an opportunity 
to meet new people, which begs the question: what community is 
communal really promoting? 


The student body didn’t seem to have a definite answer to the ques- 
tion of communal’s success at promoting community, leaving us 


“Ultimately, there was a need, there is a need,” says Kristel 
Forcier, bookstore manager of 21Five, regarding the store's move to 
becoming Canada’s source for gospel-centred books and products. 


Forcier has been working as manager since August of 2020, at which 
time the staff began discussing what the university bookstore could 
become. One year later, in August of 2021, the bookstore underwent 
a rebrand, taking on its current title 21Five. This fall, they expanded 
to become suppliers of local and national Christian communities. 


When asked why the bookstore made the decision to become a 
country-wide supplier as well as a University supplier, Forcier says 
that the community had been “just begging for a Christian book- 
store, ever since a large Christian bookstore closed in Burlington. 
There is such a void in Hamilton...there is nowhere to go.” 


21Five took the opportunity to fill this void, and to serve as a Chris- 
tian bookstore to the Church all across Canada. 


Forcier voices another compelling reason, saying simply that, “We 
have to, to stay viable, to continue to be the service for students.” 


Even though the bookstore receives a huge number of sales at the 
beginning of each semester, the rest of the season brings little busi- 
ness from the student body. In order to remain a service for the 
school, something had to change. 


“Beyond the rush of September and January, who was our customer 
base beyond that?” This was the question that Forcier and the rest 
of the bookstore staff asked themselves when preparing for these 
changes. 


wondering if this question is worth considering deeper. Is there a 
way to bring the communal experience into a more positive light? 
Do people see communal asa community opportunity, or is it just 
a free meal? After all, 100% of respondents selected “because I 
paid for it” as a reason for going. 


What does this say about our community, and is there something 
we can do about it? There's no doubt that communal is facilitat- 
ing an environment to break bread with one another, but if so 
many people seem to eat with their fellow housemates regardless 
of the opportunity, is this weekly event really needed or wanted? 
Maybe the split meal times cause too much segregation between 
the years, making it easy for students to continue eating with their 
fellow dormmates. Or, perhaps it's not the structure of communal 
that.needs to change but the hearts and attitudes of the students 
attending. 


Despite the controversy, communal remains a central part of the 
Redeemer resident experience. It serves the bigger purpose of the 
school, allowing the student body to come together in a larger ex- 
tent and share a meal together, like the Bible encourages. 


_ turning the Page 
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Today, the answer is very different than four years ago. After in- 
vesting in online advertising and a new website, 21Five began to 
see orders come in across Canada from British Columbia to the 
Maritimes. In addition to website purchases, the store receives 
orders, requests, and phone calls from the local community. Re- 
lationships with local churches and schools are another customer 
base. 


But how will 21Five’s expansion to a Canada-wide bookstore af- 
fect students? Forcier says that the university-focus of the store 
will always remain a top priority. “We are primarily a student ser- 
vice, and students need to understand that.” 


Opening sales to the general Christian community is designed to 
serve Redeemer University more, not less. As Forcier puts it, “We 
build up the store to serve the community, which then in turn 
continues to serve the Redeemer community financially.” 


21Five hopes to become a hub of Christian community where cus- 
tomers can come to see what is available and to get recommenda- 
tions. “People love hanging out in a bookstore,” says Forcier, “to 
see what’s out there, test what they're used to.” 


Overall, Kristel Forcier and the staff are excited for the new op- 
portunities this expansion brings the store and Redeemer. Right 
now, the goal is to get the word out about the store, to continue 
advertising and gain loyal customers, to “grow that Christian 
bookstore side while staying true to what [21Five] is, which is a 
service for the students and for the Redeemer community.” 
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WORLD 


After allegations made 
towards UN agency of 
UNRWA staff being .. 
involved in the Hamas at- 
tack last October, Canada 
has suspended funding 
for the UN agency. The 
U.S state department 
believes 12 staff are under 
accusations of involve- 
ment, and until the inves- 
tigation is over Canada 
will channel fundings for 
humanitarian aid through 
other agencies. 


CANADA 


A quiet agreement be- 
tween the Liberals and 
New Democrat Party has 
been made in an attempt 
to make voting more ac- 
cessible before the next 
federal vote. The two par- 
ties have agreed to explore 
expanding the voting pe- 
riod during general elec- 
tions, allowing their voters 
to cast ballots at a wider 
range of polling stations 
and improving the mail- 
in-ballot efficiency and — 
accessibility. 


HAMILTON 


Leo Nupolu Johnson built 
a Liberian Learning Cen- 
ter in his home in Liberia 
through the help of his 
Hamilton-based charity, 
Empowerment Squared. 
This’charity has funded 
the project through dona- 
tions and seeks roughly 
$1.3 million to complete 
the center. HPL and the 
McMaster University 
Library are working with 
Empowerment Squared to 
help the Liberian Learn- 
ing Center succeed. 


ROYALS 


MVB: 1W-6L, 8th in 
the West 

WVB: 4W-3L, 6th in 
the West . 

MBB: 2W-5sL, oth in 
the West 

WBB: 5W-2L, 6th in 
the West 
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It is well known that Candians have been living in a housing 
crisis for some time now. Specifically, many Hamilton resi- 
dents have been suffering from a lack of affordable housing 
in recent years. A trend of ‘renovictions’ does nothing to 
help an already shaky situation. 


Despite its diverting moniker, what ‘renoviction’ entails is 
anything but fun for those involved. It stands for renova- 
tion-evictions—essentially, when landlords remove their 
tenants in order to make changes to the residence. 


In some cases this relocation is genuinely necessary. How- 
ever, many landlords have used minor alterations merely 
as an excuse to remove their current tenants. In most of 
these cases the landlords then reintroduce their property 
onto the market at a higher price point. Even if the tenants 
were able to get their space back, it is much more difficult 
for them to afford it. 


Hamilton’s City Council just passed a new bylaw that seeks 
to remedy this situation. Landlords looking to make chang- 
es to their properties will now need to acquire a specific li- 
cence from the city. This licence comes at a cost of just over 


A New student Initiativelto 
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Though the sun has been shining recently, the winter 
months are not yet behind us. When the cold comes knock- 
ing, most of us are able to escape into our homes, turn up 
the thermostat, and curl up with a warm blanket. However, 
for many residents of Hamilton, this is impossible. Sev- 
eral students from Redeemer have decided to help those 

_ exposed to the cold. Ruth Ann Bos, a second year, was one 
of them. 


“When we had that cold snap back in January,” Bos says, “I 
was acutely aware of how dangerous the cold could be for 
pcople who are exposed for longer periods of time, either 
moving around during the day or sleeping ina tent at night, 
without proper warm clothing.” 


Bos says that going on Deedz, a club that goes downtown 
weekly to hand out hot chocolate to the homeless, also 
opencd her eyes to the problem. 


Thus, Bos decided to start a program within Redeemer 
to compile donations of warm clothing to give to those in 
need. Though Redeemer has programs like Deedz, Bos not- 
eda gap at Redeemer for this particular initiative, 


“I was expecting someone to start up something like this,” 
she says. “But there seemed to be a need for it, so I decided 
to start talking to people who were also passionate about 
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_ Fvicting Renovictions _ 
Hamilton Passes New Law Protecting Tenants 


RACHEL ATSMA 
SENIOR REPORTER 


$700. In order to obtain it, landlords will need proof from 
an expert that the building must be vacated during renova- 
tions, as well as a proper building permit. Essentially, mi- 
nor upgrades will no longer be grounds to evict a tenant. 


Additionally, landlords must now maintain responsibil- 
ity for their tenants in cases where there are legitimate 
grounds for removal. In some cases, this means finding al- 
ternate accommodation for the tenants while the home is 
under renovation. However, it can also come in the form of 
financial compensation, an amount approximate to what 
the tenant was previously paying in rent for the entire du- 
ration of the renovations. 


The hope is that with these stipulations, more tenants will 
be able to keep their housing arrangements. There is also 
a hope that landlords will be more incentivized to keep.the 
length of renovation durations short, so tenants can return 
faster. 


This new bylaw is the first of its kind in Ontario, and while it 
may come with surprise that Hamilton—a city well known 
for its tenuous relationship with housing—is the first, oth- 
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this and would be interested in making it happen.” The re- 
sult: Warm Up Hamilton. 


Though the group has just recently started, they are al- 
ready looking to collect items such as scarves, mittens, 
warm socks, winter coats, even blankets and sleeping bags. 
“Anything, really, that would help someone keep warm in 
an Ontario winter.” 


Those willing to donate can do so three ways: d 
ping them off in a bin on Dorm 6's porch, a ee 
im a bin housed in the Commons from February 5-April 
4; e by ee from the team. Specific collection dates 
and more information can be found on their j 
warmuphamilton., ies ne 


Eventually Bos would love to turn Wa i i 

an official school club, where it can ae nine He 
annual initiative, However, right now they just Wisiitte e 
started and gain some traction. The main goal as ae 
is to “help Hamiltonian neighbors in need and 1a * a 
through building connections at Redeemer.” ~_ 


One such conncction is with Hel 


sion, where most of the items will b 

: ed 
a free clothing store where members of the septa house 
come in and choose what they need and like unity can 


ping Hands Street Mis- 
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er cities are already looking to follow suit. This particular 
bylaw has already proven successful in a number of cities 
in British Columbia. Hamilton’s City Council will look to 
these cities and others for ways better tenant protection 
can be provided. 


It is also important to note the hard work that has been 
put into passing this bylaw. Of course, the City Council has 
spent many hours preparing such an act, but it is also due 
in part to the many advocacy groups that have been cam- 
paigning for change in Hamilton for quite some time now. 
ACORN Hamilton, a tenant advocacy group, was the most 
instrumental of these in bringing about this new change. It 
took them 5 years of press conferences and town hall meet- 
ings, but their fight has finally paid off. 


While this bylaw may scem like a minor change to Ham- 
ilton legislation, this small step will most likely have large 
ramifications. It is a step in the right direction, and hope- 
fully only the first of many designed to transform the city 
for better. Hamilton may then also stand as an example 
for other cities to follow in implementing similar reforma- 
tional legislature. 


The heart behind this ministry, and Warm Up Hamilton 


* as well, is to treat our brothers and sisters in Christ with 


dignity. One verse that Bos said really summed up her pur- 
pose and conviction was James 2:15-16: “Suppose a broth- 
er or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you 
says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but 
does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?” 


"Bos said she was struck by how easy it could be for those 


es campus to complain about cost of living, even though 
comes with easy access to a warm bed and heated living 
Spaces. Condemnation is not the goal, however. 


“I just thought it would be incredible,” she says, “to see the 


rest of Redeemer livin Z : 
sus, [as he calls us tol out being the hands and feet of Je 


more updates: @redeemer_bsu. 
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a Mahalah indicated, black students aren't 

Students that feel isolated or marginal- 

aes One can hope this step forward encour- 

= aR Broups to take similar steps toward progress 
Asivity for people of all backgrounds at R 
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SHANNON JASPERS-FAYER 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


The Redeemer University Concert Choir celebrates its thirty-sev- , 


enth anniversary: this year, having begun only a few years after the 
university opened. After the remarkable Messiah performance at 
Christmas, Dr. Teeuwsen stepped down, leaving a long legacy of di- 
recting choir at Redeemer. 


At this pivotal moment for Redeemer’s choir, I met with three 
people uniquely connected to the Redeemer University Choir: Dr. 
Scholtes, the current director; Marja Fledderus, Redeemer alumnus 
and worship pastor; and Elia Brinkman, a current choir member. 


The Concert Choir provided both Fledderus and Brinkman valuable 


lessons. Fledderus says. J . 
simply, “It is all about the formation of humans, and that is what is 


happening in choir.” 


Being a member of the choir takes commitment and dedication and 
a significant time commitment, but both women agree it pays off. 


“You learn so much from being in a choir like this,” says Brinkman. 
“You learn how to work in a team with your section, you learn to 


take initiative.” 


Dr. Scholtes also remarks on the dedication of the students. “It is 
50 wonderful to work with these young passionate singers. They are 
giving their all into every rehearsal.” 

Not i r built in those years, but also community. 
When ages ae fy choir experience, Fledderus reflects on the 
People. “I loved the community of choir. It was a really amazing 
bunch of people.” : 


Choir, by nature, is a communal exercise. Scholtes Bplay ean 
beauty of choir as a time when students come loge - te ie td 
“Everyone is busy with their academics, but then we ae pa 
three times a week and we make this glorious music tog . 


ty of choral song, saying thal, 
out having a diverse array of 
d becoming one voice. 


Brinkman also reflects upon the uni 
“There is something so beautiful ab 
People all coming together and singing an 


: oi he individual 
Brinkman emphasizes that choral music 18 about t 


: ‘ nae » purpose of making beau- 
singers united in worship to God, ks Lord." She compared 


“fil music and making a joyful noise 
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Reflections on the Concert Choir 


the cohesion of choir to the Church saying, “What better example 
is there of the Body of Christ? We are many parts, but one body.” 


Dr. Teeuwsen cared deeply about tying the lyrical text to the mu- 
sic. Brinkman, about Dr. Teeuwsen, said that, “He gave us the en- 
tire history of [the text] and all the Scripture it was based off of, 
and it was so clear that it mattered.” 


Fledderus, too, mentioned her time in choir and how it affected 
her view of how text and music connect. “[Dr. Teeuwsen] could 
tell us this story, and I think that has really stuck with me—the 
storytelling of song.” 


When discussing choral music, Dr. Scholtes also expresses this 
connection when discussing choral pieces. “You have vocal, you 
have text, you have religion; you have everything that comes into 
this one work. It is an amazing experience.” ; 


Choral singing holds significant weight in Redeemer University’s 
history, and Dr. Teeuwsen was a huge part of that importance. 
Brinkman expresses it by saying of Dr. Teeuwsen: “He has a lega- 
cy, and it is so important and so impactful.” 


As the choir moves forward, Brinkman is excited to see where it ; 


develops, saying that, “Programs like this, they need to be able to 
pass onto new leaders in order to thrive.” As the choir transitions 
into new leadership, Brinkman remains confident in Dr. Scholtes’ 
abilities and is excited to see what he brings to the choir. 


"As for Dr. Scholtes, he expressed his excitement to be taking over 


such a dedicated and talented ensemble, especially after hearing 
what the Concert and Alumni choirs produced at the Messiah per- 
formance. : 


According to Fledderus and Brinkman, the experience of choir is 
foundational for students, and can have a lasting impact on the 


way they live and the way they worship. In theend, thecommunal . 


voice is meant for worship. ; 


Fledderus explains her understanding of music and choir by mar- 
veling at its very existence, at the beauty of music, laughter, and 
dancing. “Why do we have these expressions of joy? I think it is 
just a straight up gift from God.” 
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Upcoming 
Events 


FEBRUARY 2-19 
HAMILTON WIN- 
TERFEST POP 


FEBRUARY 11 
SUPER BOWL 
WATCH PARTY 
FUNDRAISER 


FEBRUARY 15 
QUEST OPEN MIC 
NIGHT 


FEBRUARY 16 
HAMILTON’S FOOD 


~ AND DRINK FEST 


FEBRUARY 17 
TRIBUTE TO COLD- 
PLAY AT THE COT- 
TON FACTORY | 


FEBRUARY 26 
TOWN HALL SEN- 
ATE MEETING. _ 
(EVERYONE WEL- 
COME) 


Royals Home 
Games. 


M/W BB 
February 09 
February 10 
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The Reality of “Ring by Spring” 


Dating Dynamics at Redeemer University 


SERENA VELTRI 
DIGITAL EDITOR 


“Pressure is the first word that comes to mind,” 
says Emily Bootsma, a Redeemer alumni, who chose not to 
date in her time at the university. “It’s a very high pressure 
environment. Dating culture is something that's talked 
about a lot at university, but Redeemer is like another level 
because it's a Christian school.” 


Where other colleges’ ideas of dating culture are mainly 
surrounding hookup culture, with only 26.5% of students 
across 22 college campuses between 200§ and 2011 having 
not engaged in hookup culture in any capacity, Redeemer 
University’s dating culture has little to do with hookups 
and much to do with marriage. ‘ 


Tianna Downey, a first-year student at Redeemer Univer- 
sity says, “The first thing, honestly, that came to my mind is 
‘ring before spring’ and trying to find that perfect person.” 


ried as soon as they can,” admitting that he “falls into that 


category, [...] but it’s probably not the best thing.” 


Both first year students express that they haven't dated in 
their short two and a half months at Redeemer thus far, but 
even in such a short time at‘Redeemer, Downey expresses 
that “it's not the best culture, because everyone is thinking 
about their future and getting married.” 


David Carter, a third-year student who recently got mar- 
ried, says, “You see a lot of people get here right away and 
start to get into relationships fast, [relationships] that are 
not really super thought through at the time.” : 


Before coming to Redeemer, Carter says, “I didn’t come 
with any expectations. Either you come with expectations 
and then if nothing happens you're down, or you come here 
with no expectations and then you're pleasantly surprised.” 


In his case, Carter says he was “very pleasantly surprised. 
I found someone who [ love a lot” and he “just liked the 


. thought that it happened naturally and it wasn’t forced in 


Downey goes on to express her concern about the pressure 
for women to date at Redeemer, saying that, “There are 
more girls than boys, and I kinda feel like everyone is going 
for certain guys, which makes things that much harder.” 


Another first-year student reflects a similar idea, talking 
about “all the desperate Christian men trying to get mar- 
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I ran for Student Senate for a purpose. There were things 
about Redeemer I was unhappy about, and I wanted to 
change them. Although, I’m sure there are things about 
Redeemer that we all want to change. When I started my 
term, I was highly driven to make our University a place 
more of us were happy to call home. 


For those who don't know, my job as the Vice President of 
Student Affairs is to listen to the students and try to solve 
the issues they bring forward. This requires working along- 
side different departments and branches of the University 
while also going out into the student body and trying to 
find popular student issues. 


Many of us have complaints about Redeemer. Sometimes, 
we are so focused on the negative that we forget what 
makes Redeemer unique. We gel to worship our Creator 
in a safe, encouraged, and nurtured environment. In our 
ever-changing world, the Lord has blessed us with a place 


any way.” 


But that is not always the case; both first-year students say 
that they expect to find their spouse here. 


“I did expect to like, find someone, just because the chanc- 
es to find someone at a Christian school is higher because 


In Conversation With Alexa deVries 


where we can openly worship Him and have meaningful 
discussions on how He wants us to live. That’s not to say 
we shouldn’t try to make Redeemer a better place; that 
would make my position useless. I'msaying that if we only 
focus on the negative, we forget the beauty that Redeemer 
offers. Focusing on the negative also causes us to overlook 
what the institution has been doing to improve Redeemer. 
Even our Student Senate is set up differently than other 
institutions, With many public universities, their student 
governments are focused on keeping their administra- 
tion accountable; we have the unique opportunity to work 
alongside ours. 


Later this month, on February 26th, the Student Senate 
will host our first town hall-style meeting during the ac- 
tivity periad. If there are issues you think need to be ad- 
dressed, Senate would love for you to come talk to us about 
them during this time. Do you not believe there is enough 
seating in common areas? Come talk to us. Are you unhap- 
py with the colour of the walls in the rec centre? We want to 


they’re all Christian and in the same spot,” says Downey. 


Another first-year says he does, as well, “Because they're 
all godly women.” 


“When I was coming into Redeemer I just assumed that 
was what happened,” says Bootsma, whose parents met 
at Redeemer. “I just kinda thought that would happen to 
me—subconsciously or in the back of my mind I was like _ 
‘Oh, eventually I’m gonna meet someone and I'll come out 
of Redeemer probably married’ and then getting here was 


like ‘Oh, that's not how it works’. 


Bootsma, having gone to Redeemer for five years, includ- 
ing being a Residence Advisor in her final year, has noticed 
an unhealthy pressure on students, specifically girls, to 
find someone here. 


“Something else about Redeemer dating culture that makes 
me really sad is that everyone puts so much pressure on it. 
I think there's a big feeling that if you're not dating then it 
feels like you're not good enough.” ; 


While dating culture at Redeemer is heavily embedded in 
life at the school, Bootsma expresses that “It’s okay to not 
date. Find out who you are without being in a relationship 
and there are so many ways to do that at Redeemer. If you 
come out without a significant other—that’s okay.” 
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know! Are there new recreation initiatives you want? Tell 
us! Even if it feels mildly insignificant to you, we want to 
know. Redeemer is a beautiful place, but with your help, it 
can be even better for future generations. 


As my time at Redeemer and my term as VPSA comes to an 
end, Tam nothing but thankful for my. time here. The Lord 
is at- work within this institution and all of us here, and I 
an ered to see where He is leading me next. 

you have any questions or concern: 
stop by the office anytime; I’d onpleageenallimatar 
love to work with you. 
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RACHEL ATSMA 
SENIOR WRITER 


In the past few years, a spotlight has begun to shine on 
the sport of disc golf (no—it's not just for dads anymore). 
Redeemer has its own newly revamped course, a disc golf 
club, and now for the first time, a team. While this may not 
seem like a big deal, it is actually an impressive achieve- 
ment. 


sible for the very first collegiate 


Redeemer is now respon: 
S ond in Canada next 


disc golf team in Ontario, and the sec 
to Trinity Western University in British Columbia. The 
team, composed of students Adam Beatty, Seth Brouwer, 
Leah Don, Sarah Don, Jake Voskamp, and Matthew Zant- 
ingh, represented Redeemer at a regional championship in 
Pennsyivania this past October. 


While the men’s team ultimately didn't finish how they 
would have liked, placing 13th of 28 teams, the Oaeian 
team placed 2nd and qualified themselves for the a a : 
Championships. Leah Don also managed to come 5 2 

place overall in the women’s division. I sat down wita her 
to discuss this achievement, and the disc golf world at large. 
“It doesn't feel as big as itis,” she says. “There's never many 


Ace of Clubs 


a __ Disc Golf Club Becomes Fully Fledged Team 


women in tournaments, so to me it never really seems like 
tough competition. When the most you have is like 15 
women, you're either top three or you're last.” 

Not only was this Don’s first time playing in a collegiate 
competition, but also against competitors that are the ma- 


jority her age group. 


“My sister and I are very young. I’m only 18 and the rest are 
usually over 30.” 


Considering this stalement, Redeemer’s ability to have 
both a disc golf team and course is an even bigger bless- 
ing. Don also said that having a mix of ages on the disc golf 
circuit doesn’t diminish her love for the sport, but rather 
makes disc golf a unique opportunity and community. ; 
“In other sports you feel very competitive and you don't 
have time for conversation,” she says [ 

such a small community, we're very cise poe oe 

ether, share scores, and ther : 

Sigel Aree It's got the chillness of golf, but in 


my opinion is a lot more interesting.” 
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i e of camaraderie seems to span provinces as well, 
sae golf team was invited to fly out to B.C., hosted 
by Trinity Western. Both teams will take part in another 


. “Since [disc golf] is. 


leaving One Direction... 
| cared about neither 


ee 
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tournament there, where the men’s team will have another 
chance to qualify for Nationals. If they manage to, all six 
team members will be going to Rock Hill, South Carolina 
early in April. It is an impressive feat for a team the Re- 
deemer community basically knows nothing about. That 
being said, Don would encourage those interested in disc . 
golf to check out the club’s Instagram page, or just try the 
sport out. 


“It's pretty rare and cool that we have a course here, and 
there's so many people on campus that play. If anyone 
wants to learn how to play, I have so many discs, I'd be 
happy to teach you.” 


Growing the program is something the dise golf team is 
looking forward to in the next couple of years. Don be- 
lieves that as disc golf becomes more popular, Redeemer’s 
course and team could potentially become a big draw for 
those hoping to play in university. Don already knows of 
students planning to come to Redeemer that have the po- 
tential to really strengthen the team. For now, though, Re- 
deemer students can watch this new phenomenon start to 
unfold, and cheer on the athletes as they have and continue 
to make disc golf history. 
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“I was excited about that, to see the world, and get out 
of my sheltered Redeemer bubble,” says Marie Behnke, 
who travelled over the Christmas holidays to Honduras 
to meet her partner Diego Antunez’s family. She walked 
me through the experience she had while she was there, 
beginning with how they celebrate their holidays. 


“Christmas Eve is their big celebration, so all day is get- 


ting ready for dinner,” Marie says. “Then you have a big 
dinner with family, you stay up, play games, hang out, 
and then at midnight is the big celebration. It’s like New 
Year's. There’s fireworks... I don’t think I’ve seen that 
many fireworks in my life.” 


She went on to say that, “New Years was also very fun. 

It’s very similar to Christmas, because their energy was so 
high and everyone's dancing on New Year's Eve, and that's 
not really a thing here.” 
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International Court of Jus- 
tice gives interim ruling citing 
provisional measures against 
Israel 


Dog born with six legs has a 
successful surgery to remove 
two 


Houthi rebels continue to 
attack commercial vessels 


in the Red Sea ; 


WHOLE WIDE 
WORLD 


British car scrapping com- 
pany offers to name cars 


after peoples’ exes before 
junking them 


Holiday festivities aside, Marie and Diego travelled to the 
Copan Ruins near the border of Guatemala, which Marie 


Says was her favourite part of the trip, outside of visiting 
family. 


“It was like a five-hour travel, and that was really beauti- 
ful because I was Seeing a different part of Honduras. 
They have all these ancient ruins from the Mayans and it’ 
nothing I had ever seen before,” Marie said. She added, 
“They have their national bird, and it’s so beautiful.” 


Ss 


When asked how God played a role in the trip, Marie 
walked me through the God moments—little and big—in 
the before, during, and after of the trip. 


“Leading up to it, it just felt like everything came together, 
My family was a bit nervous about me going because it's 
considered one of the most dangerous countries in the 
world, and they knew they wouldn’t be there with me, It 
felt out of control for them. I had been praying about them 
and had a conversation with my family about it and there 
were like... no more worries. So God was definitely in the 


hearts of the people around me leading up to it.” 


Marie expresses how welcomed she felt while she was 
there, saying “Their presence was so welcoming. They 


were so excited to share their culture... I think that’s the 
biggest way I saw God.” 


Having been afraid to reenter Canada, she says she and 
ae were “Praying a 
and for everything to go smoothly. We we ing goi 

up in the air on the 4 en Se 
prayer from there. 
weirdly smooth, a 


you do your research 
time!” 


